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Darkness, and of becoming his own man. He
instates in Balram the goal of becoming one of
those men who are in the light. He says —

“My whole life, | have been treated like
a donkey. All | want is that one son of mine —at
least one — should live like a man.” ¥

Balram frees himself from the Darkness
by killing his employer, Ashok. Balram reflects
after killing his employer —

“I have made it! I’ had broken out of the
coop!”*

Perhaps the last line in the novel speaks
the ultimate messages when Balram utters —

“Ull say it was all worthwhile to know,
just for a day, just for an hour, just for a minute,
what it means not to be servant.”*?
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Humanism in Mulk Raj
Anand’s Untouchable

Dr. Nilima Deshmukh
Asst. Professor,
S.M.B.S. Arts College, Khamgaon, Maharashtra
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Abstract

Mulk Raj Anand was one of the pioneers
of Indian English novel. Anand did not believe
in the theory of art for art’s sake. In fact, he uses
his art for the service of humanity. His novels
and short stories reveal the author on a mission
to appeal for modern egalitarian morals.
Humanism is a persistent theme in his novels.
Untouchable is his creation in which he has
presented the grossly unjust practice of caste
discrimination.
Introduction

Humanism is defined as a “System or
mode of thought or action in which human
interest, values and dignity predominate.” * It
rejects religious beliefs and emphasizes
humans and their capacities and worth. Anand’s
observation of the highly stratified social
structure around him; the blind adherence to
socially oppressive practices fuelled in him a
passionate social faith. His fiction was
influenced by what he calls “the double burden
on my shoulders, the Alps of the European
tradition and the Himalaya of my Indian Past.”?
Anand’s Humanism

Anand was a great humanist. His
insistence on the dignity of man irrespective of
wealth, caste or creed characterises his
humanism. He uses his art as a crusade against
superstition, feudalism and imperialism. In his
belief in the supremacy of man, he rejects God,
fate and religion. His novels plead for practice
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of love and compassion for the underdog to end

misery and unhappiness. He also poses faith in
scientific advances to bring objectivity in human
relation.
Humanism in Untouchable

Anand’s first novel, Untouchable reveals
his humanitarian compassion for the under-
privileged. The novel brings before us the trials
and tribulations that the Hindu caste system
inflicts on the untouchables through the
portrayal of a poor sweeper boy, Bakha. The evil
of caste system and its disastrous effects on
human dignity is the central theme of this novel.

The novel depicts a day in the life of
Bakha, an untouchable boy of eighteen. Bakha
is asweeper and expected to wear the scantiest
of clothes befitting his lowly status. However,
the young boy wishes to dress like the upper
caste people, ‘apeing the high caste people”. This
is looked down upon by the caste Hindus. Only
Charat Singh feels kindly towards the boy. He
even realizes that the boy does his filthy job with
a certain dignity but even he does not relax his
demeanour enough to discard “six thousand
years of racial and class superiority”. *

https://books.google.co.in

/ Untouchable

Mulk Raj Anand accessed 15-02-2018 3
:30 pm.
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Humanism in Mulk Raj
Anand’s ‘Untouchable’

Dr. Mrs. Savita D. Thakare
Assistant Professor, Dept. of English,
Matoshree Vimalabai Deshmukh
Mahavidyalaya, Amravati
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Abstract :-

Indian writer Mulk Raj Anand is described
as a novelist whose province is human nature”
inthe International Journal of English Language,
Literature and Humanities. His short stories and
novels are known for their depiction of
oppression and poverty in lower social classes
of the traditional caste system. His first novel,
‘Untouchable’, follows the life of a young man
considered “Untouchable” because of his work
as a toilet cleaner. Mulk Raj Anand was one of
the founding fathers of Indjan English novel
writing. For him, message of a work of art was
no less important than the art itself. In other
words, humanism as governing principle of his
writings finds clear reflection in his short stories
and novels.

‘Untouchable’ is significant for its simple
and unaffected style which is reflection of the
novelists deep sincerity and complete absence
of sentimentalism. Bakha’s life is a tragedy
which invites our sympathy. He is the central
character and at once an individual in flesh and
blood, true to life, as well as, a type representing
hundreds and thousands of his like. Atthe same
time the novel ends in an optimistic note in the
sense that a change in the life of untouchables
is, after all possible.

Anand’s humanism may be defined as a
system of thought in which human interest,
values, and dignity are held dominant. Itimplies
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